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Shalala recently announced a new campaign,
‘‘Your Time—Their Future,’’ to recruit
adults to help children and adolescents de-
velop healthy and useful skills and interests.
Research shows that the guidance and exam-
ple of caring adults can play an important
part in helping young people resist the attrac-
tion of alcohol and other harmful or illegal
substances.

To acknowledge the importance of our
children’s health, the Congress, by joint reso-
lution approved May 18, 1928, as amended
(36 U.S.C. 143), has called for the designa-
tion of the first Monday in October as ‘‘Child
Health Day’’ and has requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 5,
1998, as Child Health Day. I call upon fami-
lies, schools, communities, and governments
to dedicate themselves to protecting the
health and well-being of all our children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 7, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 8.

Proclamation 7133—German-
American Day, 1998
October 5, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
From the time our republic was born, Ger-

man Americans have enriched our national
life and culture. Many, seeking religious free-
dom, first settled in and around Philadelphia
more than 300 years ago; and to this day,
one of the largest neighborhoods in that city
is called Germantown. Throughout the colo-

nial period, more Germans arrived on these
shores and made their homes throughout the
Thirteen Colonies. Today, almost a quarter
of the American people can trace their roots
back to Germany.

German Americans have had an important
and lasting impact not only on the growth
of our Nation, but also on the formation of
many of our deepest values. As skilled and
industrious farmers, German Americans have
shared their love for the land and a strong
sense of family and community. With a deep
respect for education and the arts, they have
broadened the cultural life of the commu-
nities in which they live. And, from their ear-
liest days in this country, Germans and Ger-
man Americans have revered freedom, as
epitomized by the service of General
Friedrich von Steuben during America’s
struggle for independence and by the dedica-
tion of the entirely German American Pro-
vost Corps which, under the command of
Major Bartholomew von Heer, served as
General Washington’s personal guard unit
during the Revolutionary War.

All of us can take pride in the accomplish-
ments of German Americans—as soldiers
and statesmen, scientists and musicians, arti-
sans and educators. It is fitting that we set
aside this special day to remember and cele-
brate how much German Americans have
done to preserve our ideals, enrich our cul-
ture, and strengthen our democracy.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Tuesday, October
6, 1998, as German-American Day. I encour-
age all Americans to recognize and celebrate
the many gifts that millions of people of Ger-
man descent have brought to this Nation and
that have enriched the lives of our citizens.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 7, 1998]
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Remarks at a Unity ’98 Reception
October 5, 1998

Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, we
have all been sitting up here on this stage
listening to each other with a lot of echoes,
wondering if you could hear us out here. Can
you hear us all speaking? [Applause] We de-
cided either you could hear us better than
we could hear each other, or you were the
most polite audience in human history.
[Laughter]

Let me begin by thanking you personally
for being here tonight, for your support for
our party and our campaign in the Congress
this year. I want to thank Steve Grossman
for a magnificent job as head of our party
and for the work he has done with Senator
Torricelli and Representative Pelosi, who
have been wonderful working together in
unity to try to pool our resources and maxi-
mize our impact. I want to thank Dick Gep-
hardt and Tom Daschle for truly extraor-
dinary leadership.

You know, since the Republicans won the
House of Representatives and the Senate in
1994, we have defeated their contract on
America; we passed a balanced budget that
had the biggest increase in health care for
children and the biggest increase in college
access since the GI bill. And every other pro-
gressive thing that has been done since I’ve
been President, none of it would have been
possible without the Democrats in Congress,
and I am very grateful to them, but especially
these last 4 long years when time after time
after time, if they hadn’t been with me, there
would have been no one to say no to moving
this country into an extreme position, no to
moving this country away from the progres-
sive path on which we put it, and yes to the
initiatives we’ve taken. So we owe them a
great debt of gratitude, and for that I am
very grateful.

Let’s talk about why you’re here tonight,
besides to hear Brian, who was fabulous. Was
he great, or what? [Applause]

In a month we’re going to have an election,
a midterm election, an election in which our
opponents believe they will do quite well be-

cause they’re going to outspend us phenome-
nally, an election in which they believe they
have an enormous advantage because a lot
of Democratic voters normally don’t vote
when there’s no Presidential election. They
say, ‘‘Oh, well, our voters have to worry about
child care and jobs and voting on the same
day. That’s a lot of trouble,’’ or ‘‘Our voters
are young. They just don’t get into it in mid-
term election.’’ And all the things you’ve
heard.

I want to tell you why you’re here tonight.
You’re here to reverse 100 years of history,
and you’re here to make the next 100 years
of America’s history. You’re here to make a
decision. Most of you in this audience tonight
are young, and I am not. So I can tell you
one thing: It doesn’t take long to live a life.
It doesn’t take long to move from your age
tonight until you’re the age of those of us
on this platform. And the decisions you make
in one point of your life for your country can
shape everything that happens when you
have your children and you raise them to be
the age that you are now.

We have fought and fought and fought for
6 years to change the direction of America,
to give you an economy that works for all
the people not just a few, to bring the crime
rate down and to help more kids stay out
of trouble in the first place, to move people
from welfare to work in a way that was hu-
mane so they could still succeed in their most
important jobs, raising children, to grow the
economy and still preserve the environment,
to be a force for world peace and humanity,
and to be a force for bringing us together
here at home across all the lines that divide
us. Those are the issues at stake in this elec-
tion.

If you look at the differences between the
two parties, one that will affect you more
than me is whether we are going to save this
surplus until we save Social Security for the
21st century instead of putting a big tax in-
crease on you to take care of your parents.
You know where they stand. They voted for
a popular election-year tax cut to give peo-
ple—a modest cut—to say, ‘‘Here’s your little
gift before the election.’’

And we stood up and said that may be ap-
pealing. Look at our tax cuts for child care,
for education, for the environment. They’re
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